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Properties of hospital pathogens

MRSA
Acinetobacter
C.difficile
VRE

E. coli
Klebsiella

Norovirus

Survival time

7 days-7 mths
3 days -5 mths
>5 mths

5 days-4 mths
2 hrs-16 mths

2 hrs-30 mths

8 hours-7 days

Infectious dose Reservoir

4 cfu’'s Hand; dust; air

250 cfu’s Dust; hand; air

7 spores Dust; hand; air

<103 cfu’s Dust; hand; air
10%-108cfu’'s  Hand; water; air
102 cfu’s Hand; water; air

<20 virions Air; hand; food

Kramer, BMC Infect Dis, 2006
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